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Fund-raiser set for ill 4-year-old

By Jennifer Mitchell, The News-Herald

PUBLISHED: October 27, 2004

SOUTHGATE — Leah James seems as if she's a typical
4-year-old.

On the outside, family members say the Livonia resident
is active, full of energy and she loves to play.

But it's what is on the inside that ails her.

Leah suffers from a childhood brain stem glioma. She
was diagnosed July 22 with the inoperable tumor.

Doctors are trying to control the disease with radiation
and chemotherapy, but the possibility of survival is slim,
her family said.

Leah has an 8-year-old sister, Kylie, who, like the rest of
her family, has trouble dealing with the possibility of
losing her little sister.

"It's hard," said her grandmother, Catherine James of
Dearborn Heights, said. "She has her good days and bad
days, just like her parents and the rest of us."

Leah's parents, Philip and Karen, are on leave from work
while they try to find a cure for their youngest child.

The 4-year-old's last radiation treatment was Oct. 7.

An MRI test scheduled for Nov. 30 will tell the family
whether the radiation has shrunk the tumor.

"The bad prognosis is there's only a 1 percent chance
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  TOP JOBS
INT'L FREIGHT
FORWARDER Located in
Belleville seeks
experienced Domestic Ops
Agent. Respon...

PEST CONTROL
SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Griffin Industries has an
immediate opening for a
Pest Con...

CNA To work as Case
Manager for chain of senior
residences. Nursing home
exp. required. Sa...

TEACHER NEEDED
Middle School teacher
needed for 6th grade.
Michigan Certification
require...
 [ View All  Top Jobs ]

  TOP AUTOS
CHEVY PICK UP '88 1500,
4x4, regular cab, runs &
drives, some rust, needs
minor repairs, g...

DODGE RAM 2003, 2500
quad cab, V8, auto, 4 WD,
33K, exc. shape! $19,800.
734-285-2250

FORD AEROSTAR 1994,
Extended cab, air, power
steering, brakes &
windows, new tires.
$2000/...

MERCURY GRAND
Marquis LS 1999 4 door
well maintained, clean car
78k miles $5,800 734-479-
2...

that it won't come back," Catherine James said. "We are
praying for a miracle."

Kelly James of Trenton is Leah's aunt. She said that, at
best, radiation is only a temporary solution.

While the family prays, Leah's parents continue to search
for another answer.

"They are looking into all types of alternative treatments,"
Catherine James said. "They are constantly on the
Internet and talking to different doctors."

However, potential solutions don't come cheap.

A non-toxic chemotherapy alternative offered by a Texas
doctor can cost up to $20,000 for the first session and an
additional $7,200 for each following month.

A pasta dinner fund-raiser organized by Kelly, Catherine
and many other members of Leah's family is slated for
Nov. 1 at Crystal Gardens in Southgate.

They are hoping the event will help with the mounting
cost of Leah's care.

The dinner runs from 5 to 10 p.m. and the banquet center
is at 16703 Fort St.

A disc jockey will entertain the crowd with music, and a
raffle and silent auction will be held.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children 12 and
younger.

For tickets or more information, call Kim Cislo or Connie
Pischke at 1-734-281-7364, JoAnn Pischke at 1-313-
291-8876 or Catherine James at 1-313-292-2264.

Donations also can be mailed to 23644 Irving, Taylor, MI
48180. Checks should be made out to the Leah James
Gift of Life Fund.
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  TOP HOMES
NEW BOSTON - 2.8 acres,
Corner Lot I-275 South
Huron exit & Waltz. Call:
734-676-3364

GROSSE ILE beautiful
building lot Meridan & Ferry
$82,000. 734-464-7792

NOT A MISPRINT NO
SITE RENT TILL 2006!
RECEIVE A $500 TARGET
GIFT CARD W/
PURCHASE OF ANY...

DEARBORN W. 3797
Heritage Parkway. 833 sq.
ft. ranch condo, 2 bdrm., 1
bath, full bsmt., a...
 [ View All  Top Homes ]
  TOP RENTALS
LINCOLN PARK, 1 bdrm.,
clean upper flat, references
requested 313-388-5561

FLAT ROCK - New 2+
bdrm., Air, Deck, large lot,
appliances, 2 car garage
Rent w/option, le...

CARLETON RENT w/
option, 3 bdrm., 2 full bath.,
bsmt., deck, 3 acres.
$1700/ month. 313-54...

CHELSEA COUNTRY apt.
no smoking or pets 734-
260-4255
 [ View All  Top Rentals ]
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     or call  1-734-246-0890
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